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 I have been looking at the building permit data for the previous four years and 

am initially struck by two interesting facts.  First, there was a clear peak in building 

activity and projects submitted for review to the Planning Commission in 2016.  

Total building permits issued and single-family building permits both peaked in 

2016 with 929 total permits, representing 212 million dollars in anticipated con-

struction costs.  463 of these permits were for single-family homes.  That was an 

increase 13% from the previous year.  There was subsequently a 13% drop in single

-family permits in 2017 and 2018 is running slightly below 2017 pace.  New pro-

jects submitted for review by the Planning Commission Board also peaked in 2016, 

with the majority of new projects being in the Industrial and Commercial sectors.  

 Secondly, also peaking in 2016 was the number of multi-family buildings per-

mits issued as two major apartment projects got underway in 2016.  In the City of 

Georgetown in 2016 there were 422 apartment units permitted for construction as 

opposed to 358 single-family permits.  Overall in Scott County there were more 

single-family homes permitted, 463 units to multi-family units 422, but the number 

of multi-family permits is striking.  

 At the same time that multi-family building is ramping up, the inventory of ex-

isting single-family homes on the market and the number of vacant single-family 

lots available on which to build is way down.  There were 364 platted vacant lots 

available to build in Georgetown in January of 2018 and 282 platted vacant lots in 

unincorporated Scott County. 

 Nationwide, market watchers speculate that there will be an increase in demand 

for multi-family and non-traditional dwellings in walkable live/work/play areas as 

baby boomers age and seek to downsize and millennials move into the job market.  

In Georgetown, it is clear some builders are anticipating this change in housing de-

mand and are seeking to fill it.                                

                     - Joe Kane 

New building permits 

          City         53     
    County          43 

Subdivision plats 
    reviewed and recorded        11 

LOC sureties             $ 3.84M 

Cash sureties             $ 1.18M  

 

 

 

 

Part of the street right-of-way 

dedication to the city is clean-

ing out the water quality units. 

Shown is an example of a unit 

in need of cleaning.  

    

 Our GIS department just finished up a six week process reviewing ad-

dresses for the United States Census Bureau.  After further steps of review 

and verification, Census workers will use these addresses to conduct the 

address canvassing operation for the 2020 Census.  Governments that par-

ticipate in LUCA help ensure an accurate decennial census count for their 

communities.  An accurate count helps the federal government annually 

allocate more than $675 billion across 26 federal agencies for tribal, state, 

and local government programs and services.  (source: www.census.gov) 

http://www.census.gov

