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 It has been an unusually wet year in Kentucky and Scott County in particular. As of the end 

of September there has been 55 inches of precipitation recorded in Georgetown. The average 

annual precipitation is about 45 inches. Abundant rainfall is more desirable than not, generally 

speaking.  

 But with heavy rainfall in urban areas comes management issues. Not all of the water gener-

ated when it rains or snows is able to be absorbed into the ground. What is left is stormwater 

runoff. As runoff washes over roads, yards, roofs and parking lots, it picks up pollutants such as 

motor oil, pet waste, fertilizer and litter. It then makes its way into storm drains and the city’s 

storm sewer system. Unlike the sanitary sewer system, the storm sewers do not transport runoff 

flows to a treatment plant to remove pollutants.  

 Stormwater runoff is discharged directly into creeks and streams, along with the litter and 

pollutants it has picked up along the way. This can lower the quality of our natural waterways. 

Current stormwater regulations for new development in Georgetown/Scott County do require that 

stormwater runoff from all impervious surfaces be treated in a certain manner prior to discharge 

off the developed property. 

 Stormwater runoff can also pose problems with flooding. When rain falls on impervious sur-

faces such as roads and rooftops, it cannot infiltrate into the ground, but it does concentrate and 

as it proceeds down grade, it picks up speed. Without detention basins and retention ponds to 

temporarily hold the fast moving stormwater, these flows would reach our creeks and streams 

faster than they did prior to development, which can lead to flooding in low-lying areas. 

 These two issues are targeted by our local Stormwater Regulations, which are very robust and 

comprehensive for a county of our size. The Georgetown-Scott County Stormwater Regulations 

require all urban development to provide Water Quality and Quantity controls to manage poten-

tial flooding and to filter contaminants and recharge water into the ground on the site where it 

falls.  

New building permits 

          City         38     
    County          38 

Subdivision plats 
    reviewed and recorded        14 

LOC sureties              $5.03M 

Cash sureties              $ 995K  
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